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Roots of an Insurgency    While the Farmer‐Labor Party was consolidating its political strength, the trade unions struggled to rebuild.  In the aftermath of the 1916 teamsters’ strike, the General Drivers and Helpers Local 574 settled into obscurity as a small union of only 100 odd members.  Although the union never won a single strike until 1934, union membership did entitle a driver to slightly better wages working for one of the few unionized hauling firms in the city.21  However, Minneapolis’ strict open shop economy made the union’s bargaining position precarious and the leadership of both the local and international loathe to call strikes even in the face of drastic pay cuts.22  William Brown, the local’s longtime president, described the dismal early years of Local 574 in 1937:   I joined the Drivers’ Union in 1919.  We had our regular meetings and the   fellers  would beef until two in the morning.  I once proposed an organization   campaign, but a couple of members got in an argument as to who’d moved   the heaviest piano that day.  That ended the discussion….  Finally for some   reason or other, the Teamsters [Joint] Council [32] gave me the job of   International Organizer in 1933.  So I decided to work with a few guys who   knew how to organize.  We had dwindled down to ninety members.  After the   coal owners had refused us recognition, I proposed to the Teamsters Council   that we strike.  I said, “If we  lose we’re no worse off than we are, this is no   union we’ve got anyway.”  The workers want to organize if they can get   confidence in us.  If we win the coal strike we can organize the whole   trucking industry.23                                                         21 Farrell Dobbs, Teamster Rebellion (New York: Monad Press, 1972), 38. 22 Letter from Daniel J. Tobin to Clifford Hall, April 23, 1930, Mss 848, box 15, folder 3, Farrell Dobbs Papers at the Wisconsin State Historical Society, Madison. 23 Walker, “A Militant Trade Union, Minneapolis: Municipal Profile,” Survey Graphic, January 1937, 29, box 1, folder, Newspaper clippings and magazine articles, Local 574 strike 1934, Walker Papers.  Brown’s claim that there were 90 members falls between the estimates given by Teamster militants Jack Maloney and Farrell Dobbs, who put the total membership at around 175 and 75, respectively, before 1933.  Maloney, it should be noted, acted as Dobbs’ fact checker for his books on the Minneapolis teamsters. Jack Maloney interview, April 21‐25, 1988, Twentieth‐
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 Among those “few guys who knew how to organize” were Carl Skoglund and Vincent Raymond Dunne.  Skoglund emigrated from Sweden to Minnesota in 1911 and shortly thereafter joined the Socialist Party and the IWW while working as an itinerant laborer.  In Minneapolis, Skoglund, who considered himself first and foremost a revolutionary internationalist, was inspired by the Bolshevik Revolution and helped found the state branch of the Communist Party (CP) in 1919.  Vincent Dunne was also a Wobblie and a Socialist from the north woods of Minnesota and joined Skoglund in the CP.  Both Skoglund and Dunne were active in the labor movement and the Farmer‐Labor Association before being expelled in 1926 from the two organizations for being Communists.24  The CP provided a platform for their radical activism and Dunne ran as the party’s candidate for the US Senate in 1928.  Later that same year, however, Skoglund, Dunne, his two younger brothers Grant and Miles, and fifteen other comrades were driven from the party for supporting the “Left Opposition” of Leon Trotsky against Joseph Stalin.    
 The Dunne brothers and Skoglund joined the Left Opposition’s US wing, the 
Communist League of America (CLA), led by James P. Cannon, Max Shachtman, and 
Martin Abern.  The Dunnes and Skoglund were particularly close with Cannon, a 
Midwesterner and former IWW organizer on the Iron Range, whom they met in 1924 
when he was still a ranking member of the CP.25  Trotskyism, Cannon explained, was the                                                         Century Radicalism in Minnesota Oral History Project, Minnesota Historical Society, Oral History Division, 38; Dobbs, Teamster Rebellion, 65. 24 Dobbs, Teamster Rebellion, 32. 25 Bryan D. Palmer, James P. Cannon and the Origins of the American Revolutionary 
Left, 1890­1928 (Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Press, 2007), 248.  Cannon was also responsible for helping to smuggle Trotsky’s The Draft Program of the 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“restoration, the revival, of genuine Marxism as it was expounded and practiced in the 
Russian revolution.”26  Trotsky argued that revolution was a struggle of working-class 
self-emancipation, both inside and outside Russia, whereas Stalin’s parochial and 
regressive idea of “socialism in one state” relied on authoritarian party bureaucracy to 
suffocate proletarian activism.27  The Stalinists fought ferocious battles with their rivals 
on the left, as the Communists and Social Democrats did in Germany, rather than unite to 
defeat their enemies on the right.  Horrified by these developments, Trotsky argued that 
the workers must lead the party, not visa versa.  Under Stalin, he argued, the party was 
disconnected from the real struggles of the proletariat and concerned only with the 
consolidation of its own power.  The American Trotskyists organized the Communist 
League as a vanguard party, composed of the most class-conscious elements of the 
proletariat, to guide the masses though the process of raising class consciousness, 
recasting defeats and ideological missteps as the formative experiences leading 





































blasted his brothers and their comrades for squandering a moment of real revolutionary potential.64  The Communists declared that the unalloyed working‐class militancy of the May strike had crystallized by the Battle of Deputies Run into revolutionary consciousness.  The very act of taking control of the streets should have been the moment when the workers turned a mere labor struggle into a political struggle against capital.  In sharp contrast, the jubilant State Federation of Labor heralded the defeat of the Citizens Alliance and diverted attention from the Trotskyists by celebrating Olson as the real hero of the strike.  The craft unions emphasized the peaceable resolution hammered out by Olson as the real object lesson of the strike, not its militancy and violence.  The Minneapolis Labor Review proclaimed the strike a victory for the governor as much as for the teamsters.  Tellingly, the same issue that announced the strike’s resolution also prominently advertised the opening stages of the FLP’s campaign for the November election.65     The Farmer‐Labor Party wanted nothing more than to disassociate itself from the violence of the strike.  Labor peace was essential to the Farmer‐Labor campaign in order to downplay the radical image presented by Olson and to deflect characterizations of the FLP as a party stoking the flames of “class hatred.”  Olson’s settlement was presented as evidence of the Farmer‐Labor government’s cool, deliberate, and even‐handed ability to resolve tense social conflict.  One campaign leaflet, for example, boasted of the congratulatory telegrams sent by Sen. Robert                                                         64 William F. Dunne and Morris Childs, Permanent Counter-Revolution: The Role of the 
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